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New villains. 


New creative team. — 


A brand-new day for 
the Amazon warrior! 


ee ae 
"THERE YOU ARE! I WAS 
iE 


COOKING FOR YOU. WELCOME 
BACK TO THE FRONT, KIDDO. 
—, 


"OH, UNCLE 


GRASS... J re 
ROCK GETS IT. YOU'RE wa? \, 
READY TO CHARGE HN / \ | W% ( a \) 
STRAIGHT TO ENEMY fj | 1s | f / 
COMMAND, TORCH 'EM Att D | \\ / Ad 
YALL, AREN'T YOU? ms > \\| : 
4 Ally @ q, J 
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Ren) ".--YOU CREEP, | 
YOU SLITHER, UNTIL 
YOUR TEETH ARE AT | 
THEIR DAMN TOES.” 


CASTLE 
BAT, COME IN! 
MY LORD? 


IF YOU CAN 
HEAR ME, THERE'S 
NO SIGN OF THEM YET. 
BUT I SWEAR, IF THEY 
DARE COME THIS WAY, 
\ THE BATOM WILL TEACH 
THEM, BIG THINGS 
COME IN SMALL-- 
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DO THEY CALL 
ELBOWS FUNNY 
BONES? 


ALEC, I'VE BEEN AROUND THE 


ENOUGH. WE NEED TO No) 
MULTIVERSE AND IT’S IMPERATIVE 


FIND BRUCE FAST, WHILE ¥ 
I WARN YOU, THAT WAS A THE DARK KNIGHTS ARE 
DAD JOKE. 


STILL REELING FROM THE JA 
BATMAN WHO LAUGHS’ 
E. 
DOES 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE HE'S 
IN THE OTHER 

CEMETERY. 


{ IT'S CALLED VALHALLA 


feel CEMETERY, OR THE 
el CRYPT OF HEROES. 
IT’S A SACRED AND 
LONG HELD 
SECRET. 


HOW DO I NOT 
KNOW ABOUT 
THIS PLACE? 


GUARDED BY MAGIC, \ 
SCIENCE, AND TRUST. THE * 
RESTING PLACE OF FALLEN 
FRIENDS. PROTECTED BY A 

ROTATION OF TRUSTED , 
CUSTODIANS. x 


I DON’ 
KNOW, I'M 
JUST GLAD 


IT’S HERE. I WAS WORRIED 


THAT WHEN PERPETUA 
REARRANGED THE WORLD 
FOR THE BATMAN WHO 
LAUGHS, LANDMARKS LIKE 
THIS WERE LOST, BUT IT 
SEEMS EVERYTHING IS 
STILL INTACT. JUST... 
TWISTED AROUND. 


WHO'S 
GUARDING 
IT NOW? 


A 
WORLD MADE 
MONSTR-- 


I SAID... WHOEVER GUARDS THE CRYPT, 

STAND HEAR ME! SWAMP THING, THE FLASH, 
DOWN! 4 AND WONDER WOMAN ARE HERE. 

_ AND WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

PLEASE! ENN WHAT IS THE 

= PASSWORD? 


LAST ONE 
SUNH=...TOLD 
TO ME WAS 
“MUNCLE"? 


SWE Yt 


IT’S PRONOUNCED 
“MA HUNKEL.” SHE WAS 
{ THE GUARDIAN OF THE 
\ FIRST HEADQUARTERS OF 
THE JUSTICE SOCIETY 
\ OF AMERICA. 


SWAMP THING. 
YOU'VE LOST 
WEIGHT. 


TELL ME 
YOu STILL 
REMEMBER 
ME, JAY? 


I'LL 
NEVER FORGET 
YOU AGAIN, KID. 
BRING IT IN. 


ALAN, YOU DON'T 
KNOW HOW GOOD 
IT IS TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN. 


THAT'D 
BE US, 
HON. 


THAT'S 
WHY WE'RE 
HERE, OLD 
FRIEND. 


YOU AS WELL, 
DIANA. TELL ME, THE 
WORLD ABOVE--CAN 
WE WIN IT BACK? 
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BATMAN. IS 
HE IS. BUT HE i 


ASKED NOT TO BE 
DISTURBED... 
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AS 
HE'S BUSy, 
CONSCRIPTING 
AN ARMY. 


BECAUSE 

MOMENTS FROM 
NOW THE BATMAN 
WHO LAUGHS WILL 
EVOLVE INTO SOME 
NEW N/GHTMARE 

AND ALL YOUR 

GRAND PLANG... 


LIBERTY 


BELLE. 
SONIC 


VIBRATIONAL 
POWERS. S'PPOSE | > 
THEY'D BE USEFUL. [= 

I SAY ENLIST. - 


LOOK THOSE WERE HIS 


POWERS, HOSS. 
CLAIRVOYANCE, 
AND SO ON. 


BEYOND THINGS, 
BRUCE. 


DAMMIT T 
ASKED YOU WHAT 
UNCLE SAM'S POWERS 
WERE! IF You 
CAN'T-- 


THIS ISN'T 
THE WAY, 
BRUCE. 


PHANTOM 
LADY? ENLIST. 
HUMAN BOMB. 

ENLIST, OBVIOUSLY. 
UNCLE SAM? 


YOU SHOULDN'T 
HAVE KILLED HIM. 
WHATEVER YOU SET 
IN MOTION...I TOLD 
YOU WE NEEDED TO 
FIGHT SMALL. A 


= 


AND . 
THAT WASN'T 
SOMETHING TI 
COULD LIVE WITH. 
I'M SORRY. 


FINE. 
{ UNCLE SAM 
IS IN. 


HELL, 
EVERYONE 
CAN BE 
IN. 


P WE'LL TAKE 
THE CASTLE NOW, 
FAST, FORGE AN 
EARTH IN THE DARK, 
AND WE'LL SAVE / 
\_ WHO WE CAN. _/— 


WILL YOU L/S7EN TO 
YOURSELF, DIANA?! WE'RE 
SUPPOSED TO CREATE 
SOME NEW INFINITE 
MULTIVERSE?! 


JUST... 
LEAVE SO 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
HAPPENED TO 
YOU IN THAT 
LAST BATTLE, 
HUH? 


ONE PLANET HIDDEN 
IN THE DARK? WE SAVE 
T\ WHO WE CAN?! THAT'S 

\ ALL LESS,” 


LOOK, NOW IS OUR 
CHANCE, TH/S MOMENT. 
IF WE BAND TOGETHER AND 
GET THAT CRISIS ENERGY, 
WE CAN USE IT TO SAVE 
All EARTHS, EVEN 
THOSE THAT HAVE 


! 
FALLEN! MAKE 


SOMETHING NEW 
AND BEAUTIFUL 
AND ENDLESS! 


WE'RE 
SAVING EVERYONE. 
STARTING WITH YOU. 


ALL RIGHT. 
YOU WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT 

HAPPENED 

TO ME?! 


2S/GH= 
IT DOESN'T 
MATTER. WHAT 
MATTERS... 


“...15 THAT YOU'RE WRONG. “WHEN BARBATOS ATTACKED, I WAS 
AND I KNOW YOU'RE WRONG THE ONE WHO SAID WE SHOLILD GO 
BECAUSE I MADE THE SAME AFTER THE TENTH METAL, THE VERY 
MISTAKE LAST TIME WE FACED BUILDING BLOCK OF REALITY. Z WAS 

DOWN AN EVENT LIKE THIS. THE ONE WHO SAID WE SHOULD GO TO 
THE FORGE OF WORLDS, REMEMBER? 


a 


"I WAS THE CENTER OF THE 
CONFLICT, AND I THOUGHT BY 
REACHING HIGHER TOGETHER 
WE'D NOT ONLY WIN BUT MAKE 
THE UNIVERSE BETTER. 


“INSTEAD, WE BROKE THE 
SOURCE WALL AND SET HER 
FREE, THE OLDEST VILLAIN THIS 

UNIVERSE HAS KNOWN: PERPETUA. 
AND WITH LUTHOR’S HELP SHE'S 


BECOME A HUNDRED TIMES MORE 
POWERFUL THAN ANY BARBATOS. =, 


“WHEN WE REACHED 

HIGHER AGA/N, AND TRIED 

TO USE THE ENERGY FROM ; 
THIS DR. MANHATTAN TO 7 
COMBAT HER? WE FELL. 


“NOW THERE'RE BARELY 
ANY EARTHS LEFT. THOSE 
WHO OPPOSE HER END UP 
ON HER ANTENNAE. THOSE 

WHO OPPOSE HER JOIN 
HER ARMY OF MONSTERS. 


“AND YOU... YOU'RE 
TALKING ABOUT 
TRYING SOMETHING 
EVEN CRAZIER...” 


EARLY ON, I ONCE ASKED YOU, WHY 
BATS? YOU GAVE SOME ANSWER 
ABOUT COWARDLY LOTS AND SO ON, 
BUT AFTERWARD, ALFRED, HE 
TOLD ME “BECAUSE BATS ARE 
THE ONLY MAMMAL 


BATMAN IS * 
ABOUT TEACHING 
PEOPLE TO ASPIRE 
PAST WHAT SEEMS 

POSSIBLE. 


WELL, I NEED 
TO STAY HERE 
ON THE GROU 

THIS TIME. 


HE'S JUST 
SCARED. GIVE 


HIM TIME. WE DON’T 


HAVE TIME. 


COME ON. 


PLEASE, 
DIANA. WAIT 
A MOMENT. 


SEE? 

BE THE FERN. 
THAT'S THE SAME 
THING I JUST 
TOLD BATS. 


AND WITH 
SweARs. J 


BUT LOOK 
AROUND, BRUCE. 


GROUND. YOU'RE 
UNDER IT. 


WHAT IF 


HE'S RIGHT, ALEC?  \ 
WHAT IF IT'S HUBRIS? |} 
WHAT IF IT'S TIME TO 

, ADMIT IT, TO...STOP 
REACHING. 


AS AN ELEMENTAL, 

I COMMUNICATE WITH 
ALL LIVING PLANTS, BUT 

AS A HUMAN, I LOVED 
STUDYING EXTINCT ONES. 
ONE OF MY FAVORITES 

WAS CALLED A 
GILBOA. 


: A PREHISTORIC 
FERN THAT GREW TALLER 
THAN TODAY'S TREES. A 

CRAZY, MUTANT LIFE-FORM. 
EVENTUALLY, BECAUSE OF 

ITS HEIGHT, OTHER PLANTS 
GREW UP BENEATH IT 
AND STRANGLED IT 
OUT. 


$0 YOu 
AGREE WITH 
BRUCE. 


WHILE WALLY STAYS HIDDEN HERE, WE RESCUE 
OUR FRIENDS FROM NEW APOKOLIPS, 
TRAVEL INTO THE DARK MULTIVERSE TO 
THE ORIGINAL CR/SES, STEAL THE ENERGY 
BEING FUNNELED TO PERPETUA, AND 
USE IT TO POWER UP WALLY SO HE 
CAN DESTROY HER AND HELP US 
RESTART THE UNIVERSE. 


WELL THAT'S OE 
EITHER A PLAN OR 
YOU'RE HAVING 
A STROKE. 


NO, BECAUSE 
IN ITS HEIGHT IT 
HELPED QUICKEN 
THE ATMOSPHERE’S 
TRANSFORMATION. 


AND 
NOW FERNS 
ARE ONE OF THE 
MOST PREVALENT 
PLANTS ALIVE. 


MY POINT‘ 
IS, REACHING 
FOR WHAT WE MAY 
NEVER GRASP, BE IT 
LIGHT OR GRACE, IS 
NEVER WRONG. 
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WHAT IS 
IT? WHAT'S 
WRONG? I HOPE 
THIS IS WORTH 
THE STOP, JAY. 
IF HE DETECTS 
ME-- 


WALLY?! 


TRIPLE- 
FLASH HUG! 


my GOD I's NY \ EE 5. Th 
GOOD TO SEE : f 
YOU. | 


NOT MUCH. T'VE 
NEARLY BURNT 


OF IT TRYING 
TO GO BACK IN 
TIME TO FIX 
THIS. 


THERE'S NO 
WAY OUT OF THE 
: PRESENT. 


WE'RE NOT LOOKING 
TO TIME-TRAVEL. WE'RE 
LOOKING TO GET TO NEW 
APOKOLIPS TO FREE 

OUR FRIENDS. 


WELL. MAYBE 
THIS WAS WORTH 
STOPPING FOR 
AFTER ALL. 
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THAT'S 
IT, ALFROOD. 
THAT'S IT... A 


THAT "NAKED BLUE ~ 


Guy" IS A BRUCE WAYNE \ 


WHOSE BODY IS MORE AN 
ENERGY CONSTRUCT 
THAN MATERIAL FLESH, 

B. REX. IF OUR LORD 
WAS RIGHT... 
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..IT SHOULD 
ABSORB HIS MIND AS 
) ITS OWN, AND, IN THE 
PROCESS, MAKE HIM INTO 
SOMETHING FAR MORE 
POWERFUL THAN HE WAS 
IN LIFE...A BEING OF 
NEAR-UNLIM/ITED 
POWER... 


SER U SHALL 
BECOME & BAT, 
FATHUR? 


I DON'T UNDERSTAND. HIS 
BRAIN GOES INTO THE NAKED 


> BLUE GUY AND IT'S SUPPOSED 


TO IUST...TURN ON? 


SIR...SIR, 
IS THAT 
YOU? 


v iA 
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MY NAME IS 
BAT MAGE, MY LORD. 
B. REX AND BEYOND, WE 
AWAIT YOUR ORDERS 
FAITHFULLY. ONE 
WHO LAUGHS? 


IT WOULDN'T 


WoRK!LOOK WF wes notuing gut —~Le | 
ATHIM! A BIG, BLUE VEGETABLE. HE @ 
< CAN'T EVEN SAY HIS OWN NAME! NS 


THERE 19 
NO NAME FOR 
ONE LIKE ME. 
NOT YET. 


THAT 1 WHAT? 
ALL 19 JUST AS 
IT ZHOULP 
BE. 


X : ; ae ON 
= SS Seas 4 y << am THE CONTRARY, 
Za . ~ y y gee — = : ie: ALL 1@ WELL 
T SENSED A \ 7 y = — a Ne el 
apace een j 


..-AND MY 
. JUDGMENT... J 


I HAVE 
CONQUERED 
ANOTHER 
EARTH. S/X 
REMAIN. 


Listen 


y/ WELL, MY KNIGHT. W 
hi I KNOW YOU ARE 


é 4 TRICKSTER. 


— _ 


Y BUT THE 
BEINGS LIKE ME, MY 
KIND, “YWANDS”--IF THEY 
SENSE WHAT'S HAPPENING 
HERE, THEY WILL COME 
FOR THIS REALITY AGAIN, 
AS THEY DID WHEN I 
FIRST CREATED 
IT. 
—aa 
"ONLY I CAN 
CONCEAL US FROM 
THEM. I TRUST YOU 
SIMPLY BECAUSE YOU 


KNOW THAT IF YOU 
USURP ME, THE sae 


WILL COME FOR 
Xs BOTH... 44 
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= ...1S NOTHING 
[/ COMPARED TO THE 
RECKONING THEY 

WOULD BRING. 


ALL OF THEM 
WERE ADMIRABLY 
VICIOUS, YET... 
WANTING. 


BUT YOU. 
IN YOU I ZENZE 
A DARKNESS... TELL 
ME YOUR STORY, 
CHILD. 


MY...MY 
LORD? WE ARE 
AT YOLIR SERVICE. 
WHAT WOULD you \x.y 

HAVE US DO? A—\ 


¢ —— 4 p 
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MY FOWER 
\@ STILL WEAK. 
I COULD USE A 

LIKE-MINDED 
ALLY. 


TELL ME, 
BOY, WOULD 
YOU LIKE To BE 
MY KOBIN 


HEH. OH, 
YOU'LL HAVE 
& CROWN. 


HAVE WORK TO VO. 
GEE, THEY ARE MAKING 
THEIR MOVE OUT THERE... 
I CAN FEEL IT. 70 
WE MUST MAKE 
OURF. 


DIANA 
SEEKS TO RENEW 
THE MULTIVERZE, 
RE-BUILD IT FROM 
SCRATCH. WELL 


BUT T WILL BIL? 
ZOMETHING NEVER SEEN 
BEFORE: 92 PLANETS OF 

NIGHTMARE, BEAUTIFUL 

IN THEIR HORROR. 


SOLDIERS OF 
MORNING, 
OF LIGHT. 


Now 

TLL TAKE MY 

NEW FORM, 
CHILD. 


BATMAN, 
YOU'RE SURE 
THIS IS THE ~ 
LOCATION? (I DON'T SEE 
NO GPS ON THAT 
BONE-MOBILE. 


HEY, IF 
HE SAYS HE'S 
SURE, HE'S 

SURE. 


HUFF HUFF 
BATS, I'M . 
ALMosT ouT [E 
OF ENERGY! IF ___———____} y \ 
| 


THIS IS THE ——\ 
a 
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STOP 
WHERE YOU 


I SAID STOP! THESE 
BULLETS ARE LOADED 
WITH CONCENTRATE 
FROM A LICHEN THAT 
CAUSES PERMANENT 


INSANITY! You 
ANT WANT TO LIVE 


THE REST OF 
YOUR LIVES IN 
A WORLD OF 
MADNESS? 


WHAT 
IS THIS 
PLACE? 


YOU SHALL 


Not pass. Alpe 


@ 1h 
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UM, HAVE 
YOU LOOKED 
AROUND, 
Doc? 


I SEE 
SOMETHING UP 
AHEAD. IT LOOKS 
LIKE-- 


THEY'RE 
RE-CREATIONS. I BUILT 
THIS BUNKER AFTER OUR 
LAST FIGHT WITH BARBATOS. 
IT HOUSES MACHINES CREATED BY 
TOYMASTER |N CASE THERE 
WAS EVER ANOTHER 
INCURSION. 


I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 


TOYMASTER? THE 
LAST THING HE BUILT US 
WAS A COMBINING JUSTICE 
LEAGUE SUPER-ROGBOT.* 
BUT YOU'RE SAYING HE 
MADE SOMETHING STEALTH 
THAT CAN GET US TO NEW 
APOKOLIPS UNDETECTED? 
SOMETHING 
SUBTLE? 


NOT 
EXACTLY 
SUBTLE. 


"AND IN 7HOSE, THE ONLY W, 
TO WIN IS TO GO RIGHT DOWN 


THE #$%° MIDDLE. NO WAVERING. 
DRAGON SWEAT AND EAGLE FIRE! 


_>.. | "60 WHEN 
"SURE, SURE, | fn | THEY SEE us 


MAYBE IT /S COMING...THEY 
SMARTER MATH, 


NORMAL FIGHT, 
SCOUT. 


"SEE, THIS IS A 
DIFFERENT KIND. IT’S A 
WAR OF THE SOUL. A 


“HILL BY HILL’? NAH, I 
SAID THAT'S THE WISDOM 
OF GENERALS. 


"KNOW THAT WE'RE BIGGER AND 
BADDER THAN ANYTHING THEY'VE 
EVER SEEN BEFORE...” 


“,..AND WE'RE 
COMING RIGHT | 
FOR THEM.” 


Demonstrate for me possibilities I’ve 
never thought of and present me with 
heroes who will give me courage and 
hope. Ease my sorrows and increase my 
joy. Teach me compassion. Entertain and 
enchant and enlighten me. Tell me a story. 


—DENNIS O’NEIL a9 
1939-2020 
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R.1.P. DENNY O’ NEIL—one of the visionary architects of DC 
Comics who helped revive Batman in the 1970s and remains my favorite 
Green Lantern writer to date. Through his editing and writing, Denny was 
one of the earliest writers whose work and focus on social issues pushed 
comics to wider respectability and acceptance as an art form. Through his 
work and mentorship, he influenced generations of writers and artists. 
Our condolences to his family and many fans around the world. 


-JIM LEE 


Nl Leave it to Scott Snyder and Greg Capullo to deliver the most METAL brain transplant 

ad in comic book history. Dark Nights: Death Metal#2 saw the Batman Who Laughs, 
seemingly out for the count following a severe case of being chopped in half by 
Wonder Woman and her Chainsaw of Truth, getting his brain transferred into the 


\\3 ATH body of the character who could only be called the Bat-Manhattan Who Laughs. 


It’s a wild, weird, and wonderful moment in a series already full of them, and here's 
El h how it came together—from Snyder's script to Capullo and Jonathan Glapion’s black- 


and-white art and FCO Plascencia’s colors. 


TITLE CARD: “STALK” 
PAGE 11 
We CUT to CASTLE BAT where 3 EVIL ALFREDS are aie 
to be working to insert the BRAIN of the BMWL into the — 
of the BAT MANHATTAN WHO LAUGHS. We can open on the 
BMWL’s body if you want, cut in half, dead, as a GROBLIN 
(Robin-goblin) pulls out his BRAIN. 


i i ing in SURGICAL SCRUBS 
llas looking evil and being in 
i FREDS. As for the ALFREDS, I see a a 
Se eecane eee DS. The first could be part nano-bots, like a BORG, the second could be very muscular, 
on in one, a kind of classic Alfred but bigger, taller, more 
the hope is to keep it fun and a bit spooky. So 
cavity...Also in the room are the SORCERER 


put clearly being ALFR 
like a badass thug ALFRED. The third I see as the ma : 
ghoulish with a PATGH over his eye. AS ridiculous as this allis, 


whatever works! The main ALFRED places it inside the glowing 


BATMAN, the DINO-BATMAN and the BATMAN BEYOND. 
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